Soluble Fas antigen in the serum of patients with colon cancer.
Serum concentration of soluble Fas antigen (sFas) was measured in 60 normal subjects and 33 patients with colon cancer. The incidence of sFas detection and its serum content were higher in patients with colon cancer compared to normal subjects. No relationships between the incidence and level of sFas and patient's sex, age, duration and stage of the disease were found. Serum content of sFas tended to increase in patients with metastases to regional lymph nodes, liver, and lungs. The role of sFas as a marker predicting clinical course and outcome of colon cancer is discussed.